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The V&A operates one of the largest touring 
exhibition programmes internationally.
This spring we explore the best of innovative  
design in the Plywood and Balenciaga:  
Shaping Fashion exhibitions. 

If you have any questions about our  
touring programme, please contact:

Dr. Catherine Pütz 
Head of Touring Exhibitions
t: +44 (0) 207 942 2315  
e: c.putz@vam.ac.uk

This exhibition explores designers’ 
fascination with nature through the 
prism of fashion. The natural world is 
seen to be a rich source of inspiration 
for fashion. Themes such as ethical 
production, campaigns for the protection 
of the natural world, recycling and the 
development of sustainable design 
are traced through drawings and 
photographs, scientific equipment, 
fashion sketches and textile designs, 
garments, accessories and ornaments 
inspired by natural materials.

Size: Approx 400 m2

Available from 2019

Fashioned from  
Nature

Revered by his contemporaries and 
future fashion designers alike, Cristóbal 
Balenciaga (1895–1972) represents the 
pinnacle of haute couture. His exquisite 
craftsmanship and pioneering use of 
fabrics and cutting set the tone for 
the modernity of late 20th century 
fashion. This exhibition explores his 
skill and enduring influence. Sketches, 
photographs and fabric samples 
contextualise the garments while 
X-rays, toiles and film reveal how 
they were made. His legacy is traced 
in the creations by his disciples, such 
as Courrèges and Ungaro, and his 
self-proclaimed followers of the late 
twentieth century and today. Around  
100 beautiful garments and 20 hats  
are drawn mainly from the V&A’s 
significant collections of Balenciaga,  
with some loans. 

Size: Approx 500 m2

Available from 2018

Balenciaga:  
Shaping Fashion

This significant new survey presents a 
vivid history of opera, from its origins 
in late-Renaissance Italy to now. A 
collaboration between the V&A and the 
Royal Opera House, London, it explores 
the artform as a universal language 
crossing borders, cultures, and nations. 
Visitors, time travellers on a Grand Tour 
of European Opera, are immersed in 
narratives of love, war, music, money, 
patriotism and tragedy. Opera is 
presented in the context of the cultural 
life of the city, looking at relationships 
with the visual and decorative arts,  
design and urbanism, historic change  
and revolution, and its relevance to our 
lives today.
 
Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2018

Opera: 400 years of 
Passion, Power and 
Politics



There is a revolution happening in 
videogames. A new wave of designers, 
creators and critics are pushing back 
against the clichés that have long seen 
the medium cast aside as shallow 
entertainment. Videogames is a 
celebration of this change: an exhibition 
that explores the stories, design work 
and political movements that define this 
creative development.
 
This is the first exhibition to fully consider 
the complexity of videogames as one of 
the most important design fields of our 
time, leaving visitors with a newfound 
awe and respect for their artistry.

Size: Approx 900 m2

Available from 2019

Videogames
The Jameel Prize, awarded for the fourth 
time in 2016, is an initiative exploring 
the cultural dialogue between Islamic 
artistic tradition and contemporary 
practice. The V&A inaugurated it in 2009 
in partnership with Abdul Latif Jameel 
Community Initiatives. It is intended to 
inspire a new generation of designers 
and makers from all backgrounds whose 
work has been influenced by traditional 
Islamic art, craft and design. Works by 
the shortlisted artists, including the 
winner Ghulam Mohammad, are shown 
in the Jameel Prize exhibition, which 
tours internationally after the prize 
announcement. 

Size: Approx 300 m2

Available from 2017

Jameel Prize 4

Plywood is a ubiquitous and yet surprisingly little understood 
or interpreted material. Underpinned by a significant 
body of new research, this exhibition is the first to tell 
an authoritative history of plywood from 1850 to now, 
including pioneering 19th century technological innovation, 
revolutionary early 20th century design, and its use in  
Maker Labs and digital platforms today. The exhibition is 
structured both chronologically and thematically, with three 
‘process moments’ designed to engage visitors with different 
aspects of the manufacture and design of plywood. Objects 
ranging from aircraft, boats and vehicles to furniture and 
architecture are shown alongside key works by Alvar Aalto, 
Charles and Ray Eames and Frank Lloyd Wright.

Size: Approx 350 m2      Available from 2018

Plywood

Winnie-the-Pooh is one of the most 
famous children’s book characters of all 
time. More than 50 million Pooh books 
have sold worldwide, translated into 
dozens of languages. This exhibition 
traces the creation of this famous little 
bear by A. A. Milne (1882-1956) and 
illustrated by E. H. Shepard (1879-1976). 
The story is told through the most 
important objects in Pooh history, 
including original pencil illustrations, 
archival objects and early and foreign 
editions. Pooh and his friends Piglet, 
Eeyore, Kanga and Roo, Owl, Rabbit, Tigger 
and Christopher Robin now inhabit our 
collective imagination, appearing in 
art, literature, philosophy and popular 
culture. This exhibition invites families to 
celebrate the world of Pooh and to play, 
read and listen to the stories together. 
 
Size: Approx 350-400 m2    
Available from 2018

Winnie-the-Pooh:  
The Making of a 
Classic



This is the first major exhibition to examine Italy’s rich 
contribution to modern fashion from the end of the Second 
World War to today, exploring the fashion and design which 
turned ‘Made in Italy’ into the mark of style. The exhibition 
features nearly 100 ensembles, from the V&A’s collections  
and on loan. 

It explores themes such as the post-war birth of Italian 
fashion, Hollywood and celebrity, fine tailoring, and  
the cult following of Italian designers of today. Fashion  
houses featured include Valentino, Giorgio Armani, Fendi, 
Emilio Pucci, Dolce & Gabbana and Prada, as well as the  
new generation of fashion talent.
 
Size: Approx 900 m2      Available from 2017

Italian Style: Fashion Since 1945

This exhibition presents some of the 
most important works from the V&A’s 
outstanding collection of Dutch and 
Flemish drawings, one of the principle 
holdings in Britain. This is the first time 
this little-known collection is touring. 
Drawn from artistic production spanning 
500 years, masterpieces by Jan Brueghel 
the Elder, Peter Paul Rubens, Sir Anthony 
van Dyck and Rembrandt van Rijn are 
shown alongside striking works by lesser-
known figures.

Featuring designs for tapestries and 
stained glass, portraits, landscapes and 
topographical panoramas, the exhibition 
marks the publication of a definitive 
catalogue which illustrates every work in 
the V&A’s collection and explores recent 
discoveries and re-attributions.

Size: Approx 300 m2

Available from 2017

Master Strokes: Dutch 
and Flemish Drawings 
from the Golden Age 

The great age of ocean travel has 
long since passed, yet ocean liners 
remain one of the most powerful and 
glamorous symbols of 20th century 
modernity. No form of transport was so 
romantic or so contested. Ocean liner 
design was a matter of national prestige 
and an arena for global competition. 

This exhibition, a collaboration 
between the V&A and the Peabody 
Essex Museum, is the first to focus 
on all aspects of the design of these 
‘floating palaces’, their opulent interiors, 
innovative engineering and the travel 
experience itself, showing how designers 
responded to new markets and changes 
in the social, political, and economic 
fabric. The visitor experiences this story 
through rich displays of ship models, 
drawings, posters, interiors, fashion, film 
and oral history.

Size: Approx 1000 m2    
Available from 2018

Ocean Liners

This major exhibition explores our 
relationship with food - its production 
and consumption, and the ways design 
shapes our food system. The exhibition 
examines the everyday technologies, 
appliances and architectures that have 
contributed to fundamental changes in 
our interactions with food, and thereby 
ways of life, since the mid-19th century. 

Food becomes a focus of innovative 
collaboration between art, design and 
science as contemporary designers 
and makers across different fields are 
re-thinking the impact of the global food 
system, experimenting with the latest 
technologies and re-inventing traditional 
forms of food and design knowledge. 
Setting current debates in a historical 
context, this exhibition is dynamic and 
immersive, with visitor participation.

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2019

Making Food – 
Designing Life



This major exhibition celebrates the 
power of design in shaping the world 
of tomorrow. It displays emerging 
technologies, the ways in which they 
will affect our lives in the near future, 
and what choices we have – as citizens 
– to influence their development. 
Divided into four acts – Domestic, Public, 
Planetary and Cosmic - this exhibition 
discusses the future using evidence 
from the present. It shows real objects 
that are currently in development, being 
worked on by scientists and designers 
in studios and laboratories around the 
world. Guided by a series of speculative 
questions, the visitor is encouraged 
to imagine the implications of these 
technologies and devices a number of 
years from now. 

Size: Approx 1000 m2

Available from 2019

Future Design
This project is the most wide-ranging 
and visually exciting exhibition of South 
Asian textiles ever mounted. Exploring 
the extraordinary skills of local textile 
makers and how their creations were 
used in palaces, villages and places of 
worship, this exhibition includes many 
of the finest pieces made for local 
markets and foreign export from the 3rd 
to the 21st century. 

Drawn from the V&A’s own world-class 
collection and including important loans, 
the objects range from fashion and 
contemporary artists’ textiles to three-
dimensional furnishings such as tents 
and bed-hangings. 
 
Size: Approx 500 m2      
Available from 2017

The Fabric of India

This exhibition explores the cultural upheaval of the 
late 1960s and the freedom and opportunity expressed 
through music, art, fashion, graphics, TV, film, photography, 
performance, and literature. Viewed from the 21st century 
perspective, the experience is an immersive odyssey through 
some of the greatest era-defining moments, from the Beatles 
to Jimi Hendrix, from Swinging London to Woodstock. 

The visitor is taken on a journey across the globe, seeing the 
changes that were taking place in people’s minds and on the 
streets. The exhibition considers whether these “revolutions” 
shape the way we live now and the way we think about 
tomorrow.

Size: Approx 1000 m2      Available from 2017

You Say You Want a Revolution? 
Records and Rebels 1966-70

This exhibition, a collaboration between 
the V&A and the Bard Graduate Center, 
New York, is the first to explore the 
career and legacy of John Lockwood 
Kipling (1837-1911), a writer, artist, teacher 
and conservationist and an influential 
figure in the Arts and Crafts movement. 
His pioneering role supporting ancient 
Indian craft skills is discovered alongside 
relationships between contemporary and 
traditional making, and the curatorial 
practices in Bombay, Lahore and London 
museums. Books, drawings, ceramics and 
textiles from the V&A collections tell the 
fascinating story of the Indian arts and 
crafts revival.

Size: Approx 400 m2

Available from 2017

Lockwood Kipling:  
Arts & Crafts in the 
Punjab and London 



Cover: Cinderella table by Jeroen Verhoeven, 
The Netherlands, 2005; detail.

Opera 400 years of Passion, Power and 
Politics: A scene from the L’Incoronazione di 
Poppea, Bayerische Staatsoper Munich and 
Welsh National Opera, directed by David 
Alden, designed by Paul Steinberg, 2005. 

Fashion and Nature: Horse Chestnut bag 
designed by Emily Jo Gibbs, UK, 1996.

Balenciaga Shaping Fashion: Evening dress, 
silk taffeta, Balenciaga, 1954.

Italian Style Fashion Since 1945: Woman’s 
ensemble by Miu Miu, Italy, S/S 2014. 

Making Food Designing Life: Frankfurt 
Kitchen by Grete Schütte-Lihotzky,  
Germany, 1926-1927.

Master Strokes, Dutch and Flemish Drawings 
from the Golden Age: A study for the head of 
Marie de’ Medici, in the Majority of Louis XIII 
by Peter Paul Rubens, Flemish, ca.1622.

Ocean Liners: Poster for the Messageries 
Maritimes shipping company by Bernard 
Lachèvre, France, 1928. 

You Say You Want a Revolution? Records and 
Rebels 1966-70: The exhibition on display at 
the V&A, September 2016 - February 2017.

Future Design: Aerocene by Tomás Saraceno, 
2016-ongoing. 

Lockwood Kipling: Principal entrance to the 
Mosque of Wazir Khan, Mohammed Din,  
ca. 1880.

The Fabric of India: Sari, Bangalore, India,  
ca. 1867.

Plywood: Butterfly stool by Soni Yanagi, 
Japan, 1954.

Jameel Prize 4: Untitled by Ghulam 
Mohammad, Pakistan, 2014; detail.  
Private collection. Photo: Usman Javaid.

Videogames: Image of Journey, 
thatgamecompany (2012)

Winnie-The-Pooh The Making of a Classic: 
The Bees Are Getting Suspicious by E.H. 
Shepherd, UK, 1926. 

Back cover: Coat by Balenciaga and 
embroidery by Lesage, France, 1961; detail.

 
All text and images contained within this 
document are for information purposes 
only. No further adaptation, alteration 
or manipulation whatsoever of any of 
the images or text contained within this 
document is permitted without the prior 
written consent of the V&A.
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